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First Name: Aline 

Surname: Otten 

Organisation: Gemeente Assen (municipality) 

Job Title: Policy Advisor 

Email Address: a.otten@assen.nl 

 

I will participate as: Leader 

Short description of the organisation: Assen is a municipality of roughly 67.000 inhabitants and the 

capital of the province of Drenthe, the Netherlands. Assen is also known as Sensor City: an ambitious 

project where a large-scale measurement network has been implemented throughout the whole 

city, which allows the development of a variety of practical applications that use complex sensor 

systems.  

Main areas of expertise: Smart Cities, sensor technology, behavioral change, energy, sustainability, 

living lab, mobility, creating communities, 

 

Previous, relevant EU experience 

a. Project name: IMEA: Integrated Measures for an Energy Efficiency Approach 

(Interreg IV-C) 

b. Web link : http://www.savingenergytogether.eu 

 

Project title: E-ntelligence Assen: intelligent energy city 

 

Call topics of interest: Engaging consumers towards sustainable energy, EE-06-2016-2017: Engaging 

private consumers towards sustainable energy 

 

Short description of project ideas: The goal of E-ntelligence Assen is to  reduce energy consumption 

in three areas, gas, electricity and mobility, with 20 per cent. Main goal is to achieve most of this by 

changing behavioral patterns. Project location is De Lariks, a post-war residential district in Assen 

with roughly 5.800 residents.  

Initially, using sensor technology, current consumption patterns are identified among local residents, 

as well as areas with a high potential to decrease energy consumption. Subsequently, existing 

behavior will be altered by creating local communities in the area. We also want to encourage local 

organizations such as schools and community centers to engage in a competition to reduce energy 

consumption creates a shared responsibility to do so. Finally, residents will be offered advice about 

their energy consumption and the possible benefits of taking energy reducing or –producing 

measures, stimulating energy consumers to become energy prosumers.  
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Main objectives and how they will be achieved, including work packages 

The main objective of the project is to save energy consumption in gas, electricity and mobility  in a 

district of 5.800 inhabitants in De Lariks in Assen. We want to achieve this by combining insights in 

influencing consumer behavior and community building with technological (sensor) innovations.  

1) Baseline measurement 

2) Implementation of sensor related technologies 

3) Building local communities 

4) Become energy prosumers using innovative technology and increasing awareness 

5) Create template 

The above will be developed into work packages 

 

Expected impact of the project 

- A reduction of the total energy consumption of 5.800 residents with twenty  percent 
- Increased social cohesion  
- Changed longterm consumer energy patterns.  
- Increase in knowledge of the energy consumption related behavior of different consumer 

groups 
- New technologies on sustainable energies 
- Develop new policies for (local) authorities to build local communities, stimulate awareness 

and decrease private consumer energy consumption. 
- Develop new policies to prevent energy poverty through behavorial change. 

 

Environmental & social important impacts 

The principal impact of the project is the reduction of energy consumption by 20%, thus contributing 

to a healthy environment and a sustainable future. Our method however also strengthens social 

cohesion, as we use the building of communities to alter existing consumption patterns.  

 

Barriers and obstacles that may determine the impact of the project 

Important stakeholders are not participating 

Lack of involvement inhabitants 

Inadequate innovative technology’s 

Inadequate financial resources 

Disturbed baseline review 

Resistance for sharing private information  

Fear of losing comfort levels 

 

Profile of partners sought (cities, regions, consultants, other, geographic locations) and expected 

roll in the proposal  

Partners who want to decrease the energy of electricity, gas and mobility 

Partners who are developing a business model on the field of decreasing energy 

Partners who are willing to share their knowledge 

Partners who are willing to develop a joint foundation 

Partners who are also working for the public interest 
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Specific countries/regions/cities you are keen on to collaborate with 

E-ntelligence Assen is designed to be a template which can be implemented in other cities, towns and 

regions. We therefore are strongly looking for partners in other cities who are keen to implement a 

project related to engaging customers to energy sustainability via behavioral change. This way we 

want to increase our understanding about customer energy use and to measure possible (culture-

related) differences.  

 

Confirmed partners 

The province of Drenthe, Sensor City Assen, Entrance, Hanze University of Applied Sciences 

 

Any specific technologies/business sectors you are keen to collaborate with 

Sensor technology, producers of sustainable energy and mobility products, behavioral and social 

scientists, urban planner 
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